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A study of Mogul greatness would not be
complete without a visit to Agra, and hither
the Prince and Princess now went. At Agra
the crown of all Moslem sepulchral art is to
be seen in the Taj Mahal, the " Dream in
Marble." This wonderful monument was
built by Shah Jehan (the father of Aurung-
zebe) as a tomb for his fair wife, Mumtaz
Mahal, whom he loved with such deep passion.
These mausoleums of the Mahomedan rulers
of Delhi were begun long before they were
really needed, for the owner liked to know
where he should lie. Then, as in the case
of the Taj, if the beloved one was untimely
snatched away, the cool courts and cloisters
and gardens became a place of restful recol-
lection. So in the octagon shrine, brave in
turquoise and emerald, under the great white
dome, slept the gentle lady, and here, after
many years, they laid the broken-hearted,
dethroned Emperor who was once the all-
powerful Shah Jehan.
The Duke and Duchess saw the Taj by
day, but they visited it again quietly by night,
when the moonlight steals over the walls and
turns the dome to silver. Then is the time to
understand how this " white wonder " of the
East fascinates all who approach it. They
were spared the pain of seeing it shown off